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XIII. 
[WOTTING-HILL—A LAY MINISTER AND HIS WORK. 


While lay agency is becoming to be so generally 
recognired as a Scriptural and useful means of pro- 
pagating the Gospel among the spiritually-destitute 
population, the phenomenon of Christian men engeged 
in secular pursuits devoting themselves to the work 
of the ministry is exceptionslly rare. Such cases are 
to be met with more often in rural villegrs than in 
crowded cities—in the mountains of Wales than in 
the heart of London. One such conspicuous example 
has come under our observation in our rrsearches in 
the neighbourhood of Notting-hill, which from the cir- 
cumstances surrounding i’, merits specie! attention. 
It is not every person in business, even with Christian 
seal and ample leisure, who ie qualified to assume the 
position of a minister of the Gospel; but when men 
like Mr. Henry Varley arise, with special qualifica- 
tions for reaching the hearts of the messes, combined 
with an unselfish consecration of worldly substance to 
the cause of Chris, they deserve to be cordially wel- 
comed by all who desire the spread of Divine truth 
emong our destitute population, whom it is eo difficult 
to reach by ordinary agencies. 

Mr. Varley is a butcher of Notting-hill, in 6 large 
way of business, who was some five years ago 
euperintendent of the Sundsy-school at Notting-dele, 
carried on under the suspices of the churches con- 
nected with Kensington Chapel and Horbury 
Chapel. At the Sunday-evening services in this 
schoolroom Mr. Varley became highly populer as « 
preacher, till the place became too strait for the 
numbers who came to hear him. His success in 
reaching the hearts of the working population who 
flocked to his service was signal and unusual. A sore 
this work was going on, Mr. Varley, in con- 
pant aay with Osptain Beyly, established a Work- 
men’s Hall, where tea, coffee, and refreshments are 
sold to hundreds of men, who thus escape the perils 
and evil associations of the public-house. The 
beneficial influence of this iastitution, where 
“religion is woven like « silver cord through every 
Operation carriei on in connection with it,” has been 
very marked, and received a happy illustration about 
last Christmas, when the working men of the 
Potteries and surrounding districts invited the 
trustees of the Hall to a tea-meeting, in order to 
testify their appreciation of the benefite they had 
derived from it. The meeting was * 

wor and the following resolution was 
a — Borger — That we, the working 
men and friends attending and enjoying the comforts 
and privileges of the Workmen’s Hall, do hereby ex- 
press to Mr. Gurney, Captain and Mrs. Bayly, and Mr. 
Varley, our warmest gratitude for the kindoess and 
seal manifested by them in providing an institution 
40 ‘admirably adepted to our physical, social, moral, 
and religious well-being, and we do therefore 
earnestly and sincerely thank them.” Mr. Semuel 
Gurney, who was present, and who has muniGcently 
aided this institution, expressed his great gratifice- 
tion at the extraordinary results which had followed 
the opera · ions carried on in connection with the Work- 
men’s Hall, for the promotion of religion, education, and 
temperance, and the various speakers, working men, 
testified that since they had abandoned drinking 
habits their own condition end that of their families 
had greatly improved. 

The Workmen’s Hall here referred to was originally 
a working men’s club,to which members were admitted 
on the payment of ta openoe a-week. In that form it 


did not answer. It was then thrown open to all, aud 
the sale of refreshments has been found to defray largely 
the expenses of the establishment, which is now almost 
seif-eupporting. Many of the workmen around break fast 
and dine there, and spend their evenings in the read- 
ing and emoking-rooms, It hes been signally suc- 
cevsful as a rival to the neighbouring public-houses, 
and hundreds have reason to rejvice in the Work- 
men’s Hail, aud the institutions which have gathered 
around it. The building ie made available to the 
full extent as a centre of philanthropic, edacstional 
and religious agencies. On Sunday afternoons 
there are Bible-classes, and in the week various 
classes, and temperance, prayer, and mothers’ meet- 
ings are held, and lectures given. It is also the head- 
quarters of several benefit societies for working men, 
of a large band of district visitors, traot - distributore, 
. ‘The diferent societies pay so much per week for 
the use of the rooms. Altogether, the Workmen's 
Hall has been a great success in removing social evils 
of various kinds in the neighbourhood, 

About this time « church, comprising nearly 
one hundred members, most of whom hed been 
brought to a knowledge of the truth by Mr. 
Varley’s agency, was formed, and thet gentle 
man was chosen the pastor. It the 
simple title of “ Christ's Church, Notting-dale.” As 
the number of worshippers increased, the scoommo- 
dation of « larger building became absolutely 
necessary aud Mr. Varley, in conjunction with his 
father-in-law, Mr. Piok worth, à maa of like Christian 
seal, determined, without external help, to build « 
plain and commodious house of God. This noble 
work was carried out at a cost of 1, 200l., and on the 
28rd of March last year Sir Morton Peto,’ Bart., laid 
the commemoration stone of the “ Free Tabernacle,” 
St. James's square, Nottiog-hill. Thie place of vor- 
ship will comfortably sést 1,200 people, and though 
plainly fitted up, is substantially built, simple in its 
errengements, roomy and lofty, and admirabiy adapted 
for ite purpose, It was opened last June free from 
debt. Mr. Varley is himself a Baptist, but his 
Tabernacle is on an undenominational basis. “ One 
of our deacons,” he remarked on that occasion, “is 
very much inolined to the Plymouth Brethren ; 
another is an Independent ; another a seslous Wee- 
leyan. Aud yet you would not believe what 
Obristian unity and love there is amongst us.” 
The sittings of the Tabernacle are free; and the 
institutions of the place are supported by the weekly 
offering, which, however, perhaps from want of the 
necessary training to systemstis giving, among a con- 
gtegation which changes a good desl, yields an inade- 
quate pecuniary result. There are in connection with 
the Tabernacle a Young Women’s Society, comprising 
some 120 members, and a Young Men's Society, 
which numbers about eighty persons. The great 
mess of Mr. Varley’s congregstion consists of 
artisans and poor people, but there ie a good sprink- 
liog of tradesmen, and some of higher social position 
in the neighbourhood. It is, hovever, a real working 
man’s congregation. He has at present « church of 
more than two hundred members, the fruits of his own 
ministry. On one side of the Tabernacle are fast 


rising up spacious school premises, ia which accom. | ¢ 


modation for from 500 to 600 children will be pro- 
vided. The commemorativn stone of the new schools 
was laid last week by Samuel Morley, Esq. Of Mr. 
Varley’s popularity throughout the whole district, 
and of the reverence in which he is held by the work- 
ing people, there is no doubt. He has ocoupied and 
shown himself fit for a sphere of spiritual work which 
no ordained minister was ever likely to fill. It is a 
glorious spectacle to see that apacious ediſlos crowded 
to excess on the Lord’s-day evenings, and furnishes 
the best proof of the great work there going on. 

Mr. Varley occupies an exceptions! position in 
the Christian ministry, and though the scoom- 
plished fact—the gvod that he has done to 
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tie neighbuurhoot— ie his best justification for 
the peoulier re ion he susteineg to the Obristian 
church, he hes put on record « statement of his 
views, of which we gledly, as far as possible, avail 
Ourselves a+ illustrating one of the objects of these 
papers. Mr. Varley looks upon his work in a neigh- 
bourhood where so many churches an! chapels 
abound as “co-operative” —his ministry is specially 
though not exclusively among the poor, who, a+ a class, 
are outside the hou-e of God, who, thouch not in- 
tentionally excladed, are ill at ease in our fa-hionable 


firmly embedded, though in their place so useful, that 
it is almost hopeless to expect any great change, 
Whilet the rioh think the povr unequal for association, 
and either avoid or patrunice, the poor, on the other 
hand, see and feel that they are not wante i, too often 
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to one, bat to all. He believes that the time is 
come for Christian men, whatever their position, to 
realise that they have an individual work to do—e 
work assigned to them by God Himself—a work so 
truly theirs that it can never be delegated to another, 
never done by proxy—a work which, if left undone, 
remains so. Heis ready to admit that it should be 
curried on, **decently and In order,” sos to secure 
respect to religion, but he desires most of all so to 


labour that men and women by hundreds may be 
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brought through Christ to a knowledge of salvation, 
Regarding his position as a minister he says :— 

Iam not cireful to touch the question of ministerial 
fitness, further than to remark that any man who hae 
become the temple of the Holy Gho-t is qualifiel to 
teach, to become a pastor, provided he has the needful 
gifts and ability. Neither social p ition, college train- 
ing, or any humen agency can manufacture ministers Of 
the Gospel. They are men of God, separated of Him 
noto their solemn calling, and qualified for their work. 
The fitness of a mini-t-r for hia position cannot be esti- 
mated by his intellectual power or academical attein- 
ments. There is only ove method of juduing. Is the 
word with power? Is the Holy Spirit using the man’s 
thoughts, and words, his example and prayers, for the 
building up of God's own people. Is His word in de- 
monstration of the Spirit and with power? do uncon- 
verted men feel the hidden prowess of the man whose 
inner higher life takes hold on God? are sinners con- 
verted? do men cry ont beneath his ministrations till 
the burdened spirit bursts and breaks forth Men and 
brethren, what must we do to be saved?” If these 
things follow a man’s labour, he is a minister, and you 
can no more unmake what God has made, than do by 
artifice what God has neither designed or touched. 
Respecting his individual position, Mr. Varley says: — 

Iam a tradesman, living in the house where my busi- 
ness is carried on, living by the products of my business. 

ond the limited wants of my family, I care not to save ; 
and J believe [ shall be able to live by the sale of the 
moat that * ro that, without single charge or 
hindrance, I may speak of and dispense that which en- 
dureth unto eternal life, throwing in freely any over- 
plus G d may give me for the furtherance of the tem- 
poral and spiritual well-being of my neighbours. Some 
thiok that the pursuits of business unfit men for the 
ministerial office, and as this is a very interesting topic, 
I will venture to express freely my Before d 
so however, let it be understood that Iam not at 
ance with a paid ministry, seeing that the labourer is 
worthy of his hire, but simply desire to recognise the 
fact that labour may be yielded without ray, ought to 
be when necessity demands. I firet appeal to the Werd, 
There I find that He who spake as never man spake,” 
followed the occunation of a carpenter. There I find 
also that the disciples, those ear'y preachers of glad tid- 
inge, followed their sev«ral avocations, constantly labonr- 
ing with their own hands, that they might not be charge 
able or a burden to the church. Now, if these laboured, 
surely we may do the same, and certain am I that the 
great mass of the people will never he reached unless 
preachers are mu'tiplied a thousand fold, who can preach 
without price. ; 

But is it a fact that absence from business pursuits is 
a gain to mini-ters; or that by contact with the same 
they are thereby either unfitted, injured or disqualified ? 
With no feeling of unkindness do I say, that I fear 
ministers suffer very much, by reason of the little prac- 
hey have with the peculiar trials, 
andfiifficulties that beset men of the world. 

must Christian men snd women feel, 


when depressed by Dera, 
and the increasing ties and cares of domestic life, the 
burdened spirit longs for some friend whose heart bath 


— soul yearns to obey her Divine Lord; 
the’ battle is fought, the hard-earned vic woo— 
for no conquest is so sweet to the Christian as 

uest. You are misunderstood, forbearance 


is into . learn your and perhaps 
astounded Re Ret 9 Re Ted: 22 
ledge is five, for he whoknows himself the deceitfuloess, 
the desperate wickedness of his own hesrt, is well fitted 
not only to save himself but to become a moral saviour 
his fellows, la bare the nature of the disease 
and leading to Him who said,** They that be whole 
but they that are sick.” 
Any discipline that takes hold of life’s pathwa 


valuable—valuable as the 


feared the danger. 
long continuous scene ever illustrating the 


dam wealth of work. M am a 
man n enterprising, earnet ncoere, 
and should — spirit over cease to = thise 
with my fellow-men in all conditions of life, I shall 
feel I am neither fitted for the ministry, business, or the 
world. I must add that I find hu avail them- 


tion, and their social position improved. Often has wy 
house been sought by rich and poor, and why? because 
practical knowledge fits me for giving the needed 
aid. Why do I say this ?—isit egotistic? Surely not ; 
it is proof positive of the great value a Christian minister 
attains contact with the world's busy scenes, 
know that some tell us, a minister's business is with the 
Word. Yes most wry Dy with the world too, for the 
man who knows not in His great Book of Provi- 


deno-, written so freshly ‘mid the fleeting hours, fails a 
source of supply, overflowing ever, and is ao far unfitted 
for his work. Why, I would ask, does God use man 
to teach his fellows ? Angels might bave done tre work, 
awestricken and solemnized we had listened to their 
messsge, but no! from man, whose kindred spirit hath 
been by fellowship of suffering fitted for the deepa of 
sympity, we are to hear the word of life, from lips and 
hearts like ours, from men of like passions with our- 
selves we are to learn His love, who was tempted in 
all points (for our sakes) like as we are, yet without 
sin,” Whilst a man give me my fellow’s sympathy, it i- 
not angelic, it is even better ; not mind its native rough- 
noed, for by its genial touch, the whole world ’s kia.” 
Take, again, the minister in another aspect, namely, as 
one who, like a true pastor, visits Ais people, Com- 
ive acquaintance with character and habite, it is 
mposeible to over estimate, Wheo men are influenced 
by Divine truth so that they become new crestures in 
Christ, their education is only began, not finixhed, homes 
want to be converted as well as heart: ; aud the present 
method of education is so lax of element« that oompose 
home co nforts and happiness among all classes, that the 
anseen but present help of tru--hearted Christian minis- 
ters and their wives is in urgent request. Very wide is 
the sphere of usefnloess in the pastor's path. Is he the 
man to compass it? It is a vitiable estimate uf ministe- 
rial function that begins avd ends in pulpit service; and 
yet such is no uncomwon idea. 
To the plea that very few men are so situated that 
they can attend to the great work of the ministry 
and business pursuits also, Mr. Varley says this is no 
argument against those who can combine both. But 
he believes there are hundreds of men able by reason 
of their position and ability to do such work, whose 
secular callings needs little actaal personal labour, 
and who might spsre more time for the service of 
their Divine Master. 

Sach are the views of the pastor of the Free 
Tabernacle,”} Notting-hill. We have quoted them 
as deserving to be seriously pondered by the Chris- 
tian charch, Me. Varley is doing a great work, 
whiob, if he were not engaged id it, would not 
probably be done by any other Christian agency, and 
ia carried on amongst that claes—the most numerous 
in the community—least accessible to spiritual 
ioflaences. The success which has alresdy attended 
hie self-denying and devoted lab ours indicates that 
he is quite just'tied in entering upon e comparatively 
new sphere of Christian duty, and that his method is 
one among many others adapted to regenerate many 
who hold aloof from our ordinary places of worsbip, 
and to bring back the masses of the population into 


the bosom of the Christian charoh. 


Religious Anniversaries. 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The annus! meeting of the 32 Missionary 
Society was held on Thursday in Exeter Hall, Sir 
Morton Peto, Bart., M.P., in the chair. The at- 
tendance was about the same as On previous anni- 
versaries of this institution, the hell being about three 
full. The platform was well filled by ministers 
and influential laymen, from all parts of the country 
and of the metropolis. The proceedings commenced 
shortly after eleven o'clock by singing. 
The Rev. S. Gray, of Windsor, offered prayer. 
The Rev. F. Tresrratt read an abstract of the re- 
rt, which stated that the year had been one of much 
bour in all parts of the society’s mis-ion field, and 
accompanied with manifold tokens of God's blessing. 
Starting with India, it was said that adhesions to the 
Gospel multiply. In some cases single persons, 
suffering great opposition, come out and confess 
Christ; in others whole families, even entire villages, 
place themselves under Caristian instruction. Even 
Brahmins, while clinging to the ancient system, freely 
acknowledge that old things are passing away, and 
all things are becoming new. Com the acces- 
sions to the churches of Northern India during the 
last few years with an earlier period, the increase was 
very gratifying. Looking back for the last twelve 
years, it appeared that during the first six the 
average number of baptisms for esch year was 104. 
In the last six years the average is double, being 210. 
The baptisms of last year are somewhat in excess of 
this, being at least 220. In connection with the pro- 
= distribution of New Testaments in Northern 
ndia, 954 villages had been visited up to the end of 
December, and 923 New Testaments and 1,750 single 
Gospels distributed. The labours ofthe Bible-women 
had proved most aseful in Cutwa among the female 
part of the population. The movement for the self- 
support of native churches goes on hopefully; and 
the number of students in the Serampore College is 
than ever, and increasing interest is felt by 
them in the study of the Scriptures. Several 
instances of conversion have taken place amongst 
them, and five, during the year, have been baptized. 
Passing to Ceylon, it praetor pee that the additions 
to the churches there ex those of last year; but 
the missionaries continue to complain of that fatal 
apathy so characteristic of the Singhalese, and indeed 
of so many Buddhist people. The principle of self-sup- 
port in this mission has aivanced in a gratifying 
manner, and with it there is a larger degree of activity 
in the diffusion of the Gospel. At Bethel Town the 
foundation of a new chapel has been leid, and further 
rogress made in the translation of the Scriptures. 
There are several new members added to the church, 


and, on the whole, the missionaries are greatly en- | 


=> 


couraged. From the missions in the islands of the 
West Indies information continues to be received 
of steady improvement and growth. There had 
intense suffering in Jamaica caused 
the drought and the American war, but timely 
aid had proved of great service and cheere i the 
hearts of the brethren. The spiritual condition 
of the churches had been sadly affected by the 
prevalent distress. The decrease in church-mem- 
bers had been no less than 1,500. The French mis- 
sionary, Mr. Jenkins, reports that the desire to hear 
the Gospel increases in all directions. Mr. Hubert 
in Norway continues to enjoy much blessing on his 
simple and earnest proclamation of the truth. Thir- 
teen pereons have been baptized in the churches 
among whom he labours, end which now contain 
forty-two members. A epirit of earnest piety pre- 
vails in their midst, and they bear with patience and 
calin endurance the opposition that the clergy of the 
State Church raise against them. During the year 
Mr. Hubert spent a few weeks in Denmark, testi- 
fying the grace of God among the people. In 
reference to the finances, it was reported that the 
Mission House in Moorgste-street had been sold for 
19,000/., being nearly double the original cost in 
1843. The business will henceforth be conducted 
at a house in John-street, Bedford-row. The total 
receipts for the current year amount to 28,744“. 16s. 
2d., exclusive of the balance in hand of 2,723“. 15s. 6d., 
and the expenditure to 31,4607. Os. 3d., leaving a 
balance of only 8/. 11-. 5d. From this statement it 
will be seen that the expenditure exceeds the income 
by nearly 3,000/. Though 1,300/. less have been 
received from legacies, yet the advances by the 
Calcutta press are nearly that amount in excess 
of last year, so that the deficiency from one source 
of income has been supplied by another. The income 
for general purposes is the one which requires most 
attention, as indicating the contributing ability of 
the churches. In 1864, after deducting the special 
contributions for expected debt, they gave 17,9061, ; 
in 1865, 18,382/., which is a real increase of only 
4761. The committee have to acknowledge 1,100/. 
from the Committee of the Bible Translation Society, 
which still coutinues to supply the funds that are 
needful to carry on this important branch of the 
society's operations. Thecontributions to the Widow 
and Orphans’ Fund are still increasing. The expendi- 
ture on this account has exceeded the receipts by the 
small sum of 11“. 5s. 8j. The contributions to the 
fund for native preachers, chiefly from the young, are 
larger by 20/. 1¥+. 5d., a fact all the more pleasing 
because there is nothing in the object peculiarly attrao- 
tive, while it indicates an intelligent interest on theie 
part in one of the most important branches of mis- 
sionary egeocy. It is not unlikely that the income 
for the present year has been somewhat affected 7 
the special appeals which hare been made on 
of Jamaica. The result of those sppeals has been a 
contribution, in collections and donations, amounti 
on the 31st of March, to nearly 1,400/.; besides which, 
very large quantities of useful articles of clothing have 
been sent up from all parts of the country. The 
sympathy felt for the suffering peasantry in Jamaica 
has very general and deep, and it is gratifying to 
the committee to know that ny | persons in the 
humblest walks of life, hearing of this distress, have 
hastened, by their numerous, though small donations, 
to assist iu alleviating it. 


The Cuatrman then, in his capacity of treasurer 
of the society, gave some further details of the receipts 
and expenditure, and proceeded to refer to the mis- 
sionary me-ting he bad presided over in connexion 
with the United Methodist Free Churches in that 
hall. That denomination did not number one-fifth 
of theirown. Their missionary society had been in 
existence only eight yeare, and he was somewhat sur- 
priced to find every part of the hall crammed, and the 
avenues entirely blocked up with every species of 
vehicle, van, omnibus, carriege, so that he was some 
time in making his way even to the hall itself. In 
the whole of his experience in connection with mis- 
sionary meetings, he never attended any meeting 
which so deeply impressed him. There was an 
amount of fervour, devotion, and deep interest, which 
it was impossible not to admire, pervading the whole 
assembly, together with a missionary spirit pervading 
the report and speeches which he shall never forget. 
Christians were put in trust with the Goepel. It was 
the most solemn responsibility possible; and when 
the question was put, were they as a denomination 
doing all they could in respect to Christian missions, 
he must avhesitatiogly answer, they were not. Their 
increased contributions to that society had no 
adequate proportion to the increase of their chapels. 
He then referred to the urgent claims of India. Unless 
the glorious Guspel of the blessed God was preached 
throughout that country, they woul simply have the 
casting aside of idolatry and infidelity grasped 
instead. Were they prepared for this? 


Then let me mention what is doing in the North of 
Europe. In Norway at the present momeot there is one 
of the most extensive awakenings of many years past. 
We have an agent there, a godly man raised up in 
Norway itself; but I have often hal ic in my heart to 
bring the claims of that country before our committee ; 
for what can one agent do among so many people? Take 
Russia. In South Russia there is au awakening which 
has excited large public attention. There are three 
goutlewen there at the present time— men holding a 
res commereial position—who are impri 
for baving embraced the Gospel. And let me say—for 
this is an occasion on which we ought to acknowledge 
services done by those who are not connected with our 
owa denomination—that a deputation of good men of 
various denominations represeatiog the Evangelical Alli- 
ance, is about to wait upon the Emperor to ask for the 
release of these brethren. But are you prepared if they 
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are relessed to respond to the call to send the Go-pel 
there? I have extensive work~in Australia, and I happen 
to know that there never was a time when a larger or 
more promising field was opened to the view of Christian 
people, than Australia at the present moment. If we 
could, as a Society, say to a good many godly men who 
at this moment are without pastoral charge, Go there 
and we will help you for a few years,” I believe that 
many self-supporting churches would be raised. There 
are many persons there, who have gone out from our 
churches and Suoday-schools, who would welcome such 
brethren. Bat we are not in a position to take advantage 
of this field, and it is our duty to lay this to heart this 
morning, and consider whether with all these prospects 
of usefulness—with the additional fact that there is not 
one of our missions that is not calling for extra belp— 
whether we are doing all we can as individuals to help on 
this work ? 
He then referred to the recent meeting of the Aothro- 
logical Society, when a paper was read by Mr. 
— Owen on miesionary successes and negro 
converts, proving by incontrovertible facts the success 
of African missions, and slso pointing out the impedi- 
ments arising from the enc»ureg ment sfforded to 
drunkenness and debauchery by traders putting ardent 
epirits against the Bible. 

Captain Burton, her Majesty's consul on the Coast of 
Africa, on that oocasion thought it right to say that 
Christian missions were the curse of Western Africa, and 
that the only antidote to them was the spread of lslamisw. 
This statement might not be worth sttention, because 
Captain Burton afterwards said that the missionaries had 
not their Scriptures tran-lated into African tongues, and 
if Captain Barton can advocate Islamism—being himeelf, 
I presume, a Mahometan—we can afford ta leave hin. 
But I feel bound to take the first opportunity, as your 
treasurer, to say that Captain Burton's statement in 
maligning the character of your missionaries and their 
converts no foundation in trath; and I hereby chal- 
lenge him to meet me on this platform and to tell me 
cases before Christian men which he can at all quote as 
evidence of the assertion. It is because I feel it due to 
our friends on the Western Coast of Africa that I tace 
public notice of this fact. 

The Rev. W. Fargsroruer, who represented the 
London Missionary Society in the room of Dr. Tid- 
man, moved the first resolution :— 

That this meeting, while lamenting the prevalence of idola- 
try, superstition, and sin in many Janda, rejoices to learn that 
the Gospel is more and more widely presched by His servants 
of the various denominations which constitute His body, the 
Church—and to know that increasing numbers from the east 
and the west. the north and the rou'h—some indeed through 
much tribulation— are preesiug into the kingdom of God. De- 
voutly thankful for the bleesings which this and kindred so- 
cieties have enjoyed, and :egarding them as the first fruits of 
that harvest which the Word of God encourages His people to 
expect, thie meeting recognises the increased obligation which 
is thereby laid wpon them to abound yet more in diligence, 
a and prayer, to hasten the coming of the day of 
It was time, he said, that they looked this question 
of success fairly in the face. In certain circles there 
seemed to be an impression that only little had been 
accomplished :*while, in others, there prevailed an 
exaggerated estimate of what had been done. What 
were the facts? Look at India, and contrast Lord 
Minto's administration with the administration of 
Sir John Lawrence. At the former period there were 
not 500 persons throughout India who had broken 
caste and placed themselves under Christian instruc- 
tion, and now there were not fewer than 213,000 who 
had done ro. No less than 50,000 Christians were to 
be found inhabiting one part of Burmah alone, and 
in every one of the mountain valleys there was a 
church or manse, snd a minister sustained by the 
voluntary contributions of the people. Moreover, 
the general state of society in India indicated the 
progress of a great social revolution; and he con- 
tended that this was mainly owirg to the labours of 
Christian missionaries. Look, again, at China. In 
1846 there were about twenty who had been 
received into the fellowship of the churches; 
and now there were not less than 3,000; and 
every Lord's-day some 10,000 persons met to 
hear the reading of the Scriptures, and to bow the 
knee in prayer. And bearing in mind the fewness of 
the missionaries that had been sent out, there was 
surely in these facts reason for hope and admiring 
= Of the genuineness of the profe-sion of 

ith in Christ of many of the converts there could 
be no doubt whatever, for nothing could move them 
from their steacfastness ; and not a few had suffered 
martyrdom rather than deny the Lord. Christianity 
had now taken a firm root in the cities of China. 
The results of modern missions in South Africa were 
still more gratifying, led on by Dr. Vanderkemp, and 
followed up so — 2 by Mr. Moffat. Southern 
Africa was now dotted with lerge towns which Lad 
arisen solely because of the Christian religion car- 
ried thithr by missionary zeal. Then to the 
West Indies, and we saw churches susteining their 
pastors’ schemes for education; and in Madagascar, 
despite the terrible persecution that had raged, 
Christianity had made a-tonishing progress. Ia An- 
tananarivo there were 10,000 people out of 40,000 who, 
with more or less regularity, attended the public wor- 
ship of God. Still, one might well be appalled in view 
of what had yet to be done, and let this be ever borne 
in mind, that the work could not be done without 
sacrifice. Missions were doubtless costly, but look at 
the 250 islands of the South Seas where there is not a 
vestige of idolatry ; the cost of the whole thing from 
first to last was not quite to much as had been spent 
upon building the Warrior. The whole of the coct of 
the Madagascar Mission had not been quite so much as 
we spend on a first-class gunboat. Surely the question 
of missions had hitherto been treated like throwing a 


ny to a beggar. To offer a practical suggestion :— 

t was said that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
going to take 2d. off the mcome-tax; let the wealthy 
members of the Baptist churches give that sum to this 
society the ensuing year. He had spoken of success, 


but let them take care that they gave all the glory of 
it to God. 

The Rev. C. Bartuacux, of Islington, seconded 
the resolution, prefacing his remarks with a call upon 
the audience to offer a simp'e tribute of reverence to 
the memory of Mr. Lincoln, “ a transparently honest, 
decidedly God-fearing man, lifted up by the deed of 
a foul assassin to the highest position among the 
martyrs of his country.” Upon this most of the 
audience rose respondirg, but there was a single cry of 
„Question,“ and the Chairman said that he certainly 
did not think the object of the meeting was to be 
served by that sort of reference. 


The Rev. W. Sampson, of Serampore, thus desoribed 
the work they were doing in connexion with that 
institution :— 


We are seeking to the utmost of our ability to give a 
religious education to as many as will come te us to re- 
ceive it, aud I believe that there is no part of the mission 
work of more importance to the ultimate benefit of that 
great country io a Christian point of view, than the 
work which we have had the privilege of doing there. If 
you could but see that work for your-elve: ; if you could 
see between 400 and 500 native studerts gathered to- 
gether every day to receive instruction ; if you could see 
them standing in the hallin the early morning before the 
commencement of the duties of the day, and bending the 
head as one of us asks the Divine blessirg on the labours 
of the day ; if you could follow them as they file off class 
after class to their rooms and occupy the firet hour in 
the day ia receiving instruction from the Bible; if vou 
could see the interest evident in the faces of these lads, 
and the eagerness with which they listea to any ez plans 
tions of truth which we are able to give them; if you 
could see that during the hour there is scarcely any 
necetsity to call for the attention of a single member 
of the class,—l am sure yo. would feel that that work 
which we are doiug there is not io vain. I know that in 
oonuection with the institution we give secular education 
—and I grant that it is for secular education that the 
majority of the scholars come—but whenever a new 
student comes to enter his name, we tell him plainly 
that We area mi-sionary institution. You have been 
fur some time in Goverument schools where you hav- 
never heard the Bible read, but here you must attend 
the first hour of every day to learn what we have to say 
about the Bibleand the trath of God,” and I have never 
known «a single individual stay away because he is ex- 
pected to attend the Bible-class. (Cheers.) I should 
like, if time permitted, to enter somewhat fully into the 
educational question in India. Some years ago the Go- 
vernmeut instituted schools in dilferent parts of the 
country for the purpose of educating the people, and 
while what I am about to say may not perhaps be 
directly in connection with missionary efforta, and the 
results of the educational system in that country may 
not be considered as bearing directly on mission work, | 
know that the education which has been given through 
the length and breadth of India has done a vast amount 
of good, What, I ask, is Hindooism? You all of you 
know something about it; but you have only a very 
faint conception of the terrible power which it still exerts 
upon the minds of the masses of the people of India. 
The founders of the system had the folly, in originally 
teaching their religion to the people, to tell them that 
everything which they could possibly do or say was con- 
nected with religion. You will perhaps be startled at 
my saying that they had the folly to do this, for we 
sometimes wish that Christian men would do everythi 
in connection with religion ; but let me explain what 1 
mean, The original teachers of Hiudooism stood before 
the people and told them that they coul learn nothing 
whatever unless it were divinely revealed to them from 
heaven; that there was no fact in geography, or astro- 
newy, or any other science, which was not revealed 
in their divine books. When Government schoo's were 
established, and they began o teach the lads what 
geography and astronomy really were, the effect was, 
that as soon as Hindooism was brought into contact 
with Western science it could net stand before it, and 
there cannot be an educated Hindoo upon whose miod 
Hindooism asa religion can exercise much or any bold. 
While, therefore, the Governwent schools were not 
established with a religious object in view, I say, that 
indirectly, they have been the means of doing a vast 
amoant of A large number of the duet d young 
men felt that the religion in which they had been brought 
up was altogether a wrong one, and rested on uo solid 
foundation, and as soon as they believed this they be- 
came infidels, They did not carry on the argument, and 
say-—** These European teachers have taught us true 
astronomy and geography, and it is possible, therefore, 
that they may teach us true religion ;” but wheu the 
foundations of tbeir old religious system Were broken up 
they lost faith iu any religion whatsoever, and | do net 
know that we can be surprised at it. It was the legiti- 
wate result of the education that so many of them were 
receiving ; and when Dr. Duff went there some thirty 
years ago, and saw the condition of the native mind at 
that time, he t.ok it upon himeelf as the one great 
object of bis life to bring as many cf those young men 
as he could under the influence of a sound religious edu- 
cation. There is not a man, I believe, in the whole 
world to whom India is so much indebted as it is to 
Alexander Duff, of the Free Church of Scotland. 
(Cheers.) A man who did not engage in the work asa 
mere matter of form, but gave himself to it with an 
energy and a zeal almost or entirely his own, and who 

ad an iron constitution which enabled bim todo the 
work of half-a-dozen men. The result of bis mission 
bas been most successful, and we are, to some extent, 
imitating it in our Serampore College. Going back to 
the educated young men of whom I spoke, and tracing 
their progress, let me tell you, that although they were 
at first landed in infidelity, they could not long remain 
there, but went on seeking for themselves the truth ; 
and as one of the results of the educational movement 
they have now formed amongst themselves a society 
which is exerting av immense amount ot influence upon 
the people. It is not a Christian society, but a so- 
ciety whose members oppose Christianity and Christiano 
missions wherever and whenever they bave an opportu- 
nity; and, notwithstanding this, 1 for one hail tbe 
formation of such a society, for 1 would rather see the 
people thus banded together to oppose us, than I would 
see the stolid apathy and indifference which up to this 
time have been manifested towards us. (Cheers.) 1 am 
quite sure that the leading wan of the society, the 
thinking and active map, who inspires them to their 


work, is, as far as we aes 2 ng of him, an 
earnest seeker alter truth. I should like you to see 
what ia the position which these meu have now attained, 
and what is the work which they are doing. I hold in 
my hand a volume of thirteen tracts published by the 
society, and which they endeavour to disseminate, as 
we do our tracts, amongst the people. I will read to 
von the titles of some of these tracte—** Prayer, its 
Spoutaneity, its Necessity, and its Utility”; The 
Pilgrim of Love”; ‘ Love every Manas thy Brother”; 
“* Brethren, Love your Father (meaning God)”; ** He 
foraaketh none us, may we never forsxke Hin,” 
Another tract consis's of a nunber of prayers which 
these Brahmists ask their supporters to use. May I read 
the short prayers? (Cheers.) this is a prayer for de- 
live rance—"O, Holy Father, amidst the temptations and 
perils of the world hou only art my refuge. In Thy 
protection are all my hopes, © necious of sin and ocor- 
ruption, where shall I, O God, repose my troubled 
beart but upon Thive infinite mere)? I am Thi 
Thine for ever; unto Thee do I ory, O my God. Send 
me not away for wy ids, but heal ae, and root ont the 
evil from my beart. Oh! how sulemn are wy relations 
to Thee, and how awful therefore is mine iniquity ! 
Being Thy child and servavut, I have disobeyed thy 
commands ; being the object of Thine unbounded affeo- 
tion, I have wungratefuily turned away from Thee. 
Though Thou didet con-tantly bid me eschew evil, and 
call me to Thy path, I neglected Thy bidding, I heeded 
net Thy call, Thy love to me, 0 Lord, is infinite, bat 
I love Thee not; my love is fastened to the world; 
the magvitude of my guilt is immense, and makes me 
tremble to stand before Thy holy place. Deliver me, 
O Thou gracious God of salvation, and purify my soul 
with the waters of penitence, Deliver me from corrupt 
thought« and actions; deliver me from au unclean heart, 
from bad compavy and counsel, from hypocrisy, fickle- 
ness, and uncharitable dispositions, Deliver me from 
worldliness, and whatever tendeth to tarn away my love 
from Thee. Teach me to search my heart, and sacritice 
whatever is wrong in it.“ Now, sir, if you did not 
know the principles en which this prayer is founded, 
there is scarcely a word in it which you could not put up 
yourselves, Let me read you a few es from a 
family prayer,—‘‘O God, our Father, who best bound 
Gs together in this family by the ties of domestio 
affection, help us to draw near to Thee. Thou art the 
suardian of our lives, the giver «f ev good, our 
guide and counsellor ; may se never forget Thive infinite 
mercy: sweeten and strengthen those relations which 
hind us to each other by drawing unto them the effeo- 
tions of each one of us; foster in us the Fi. ht feelings 
towards each other, and cast out e-ifishners, jealousy, 
and whatever creates discord and ill-#ill amongst us.” 
(Cheers.) Among the tracts which 1 have here, is one 
controversial, one on Revelation,“ and another on 
** Atonement and Salvation.” I say it is a grand thing 
that, whatever may be the cause, the attention of these 
young men bas been attracted towards subjects like 
these, and that they should occupy their time in moeting 
together to discuss them Sunday after Sunday as 
do, and hold as orderly religious services as any whi 
you can hold in this country, where they sing hymna, 
and offer up prayer, and give exhortations answerin 
very much to our serrrous, I should like to say a w 
or two about these tract on ‘** Kefelativn,” and 
“Atonement and Salvation,” because jou would thea 
see the exact position of these men. I may tell you 
briefly that just as the writings of Francie Newman and 
others of his soheol were prevalent here, and were sent 
out to India, the Brahmists had just arrived at the stage 
in their progress after truth, which made them feel that 
those bouks supplied the want they felt. They therefore 
received thém at once as a Gospel, and preached most 
strongly at that time, and for some few years alter, the 
prinoiple that all religion is founded in man’s conscious- 
ness, and that it is te our own intuition we must look if 
we would have any truth revealed to us from heaven. 
1 am afraid I must apologise for having 2 ae & 
Christian missionary, that I rejoice in these men thinking 
about these things, even though they advocate doctrines 
like those; but we mast remember the position from 
which the men come—(Hear, hear)—we must remember 
that when they began their search after truth, they had 
not, as these teachers at home, the full light of treth ; 
and whereas we mourn the writers to s hom | bave ro- 
ferred seem going back from the light in the semi-dark- 
ness in which they vow are, we rejoice because these 
Hindovor, on the other hand, have come out from the 
darkness so great that it might be felt, into the twi- 
light, a twilight | believe, in their case, not of the even- 
ing but of the morning. (Cheers.) If the life of the man 
is spared, who at present is the leading genus amongst 
them, aud who inspires their actions, I believe that 
sooner or later he will come to a knowledge of the truth 
as it is in Jesus, Even siuee this book was published he 
has advanced another step, and now preaches most fully 
the doctrine of the justice of God. He does not now 
say, as he does agein and again in this book, that be- 
cause God is a G.d of intinite love, he will therefore 
forgive the sinner on his repenting of his sin; but he 
says,—** No, God is a God of infinite ju- tice as well asa 
God of infinite love, and sin must be pusisbed,” 
Mr. Ssmpson then referred to another trect published 
by an old student of Serampore College, who was not 
an avowed Christian, because, as he said, if he made 
rofession of his faith, he should lose the respect of his 
amily, and all his influence. He was in the habit of 
going to the meetings of the Brahmiste as the advocate 
of Christianity, and to tell them that their principles 
were wrong. Inthe book he refuted the arguments of 
the Brahmists, and argued against thir notion of 
sulvation, which was, thet if wen repent, God, being 
a God of infinite mercy, would forgive, He took up 
this by saying that repentance was not efficacious to 
bring back sinners of every description to God; and 
then he went on to say, that even if it were, true re- 
ntance was an impossibility ; and to prove this he 
quoted the words of Dr. Augue. This young man 
wos s epeciinen of the class whom the religious insti- 
tutions of Bengal were turning out, and whom the 
were endesvouring to teach a pure Gospel. He left 
India deeply impressed with the proſouud conviction 
that the Society there was now in the most critical 
position it had ever been in during its past history, 
and determined, if he had health and strength, to 
stand up before the churches mn England to make an 


appeal to them to send them help to India, 
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There had been an appeal from the united body of 
missionaries in Calcutta for more missionary agency in 
India. Five per cent. per aonum of the missionaries 
sent out from Europe and America died or were en- 
perannuated from their work, so that five per cent. per 
annum must be supplied by their churche< if they 
woul! keep up the staff to ite present rete. They had 
in India thirty-seven missionaries, and to keep up the 
number they must send out two men every year. If 
they meant to incveare their staff, they mu -t send 
more; but if they sent two they only fill uP the gaps. 
Now, how many had they sent out? Why, for the 
last two years they had sent none, and for years before 
that they had only sent one: and the effect of it was 
that he could now reckon up e‘ght or ten men on his 
fingers who had been working there for twenty, 
twenty-five, thirty, and in one case forty years, whose 
lives no society would assure for twelve months, and 
there was not a young man in the country who, when 
there men drop off, could step into their place. 
What should be the answer to their appe d? 

Oh! I would to God that the young men of our 
eburches would deluge the committee with applications! 
Tell me you have no money! I do not believe that the 
Baptist churches in England would let it be sid that 


they would let that be ssid, let it be reoorded an a fact ; 
but, young men, if there are any here from our 
colleges, and if you will permit one not very old to speak 
to you, let me say—don't yoo keep back from making 
your application, because you believe the society has no 
money; but let it be their duty to tell you they cannot 
The one human tbieg we 
want there now is help. suoems Gee pee come & see 
from 180 000,000 of pe ple— that; they are too 
sunk in degradation and ignorance to know their 
t. but it comes from men, some of whom are totter- 
ing on the verge of the grave—men borne down by the 
of the day. They ask you for 7 
k you, what shall be the result of the appeal? These 
men, old and feeble as they are, do not give up the b 
of ancoess. If you do not send us help, we will do 
work still; if you neglect our appel, we will still. as 
long as strength and voice are given us, still goon with 
the work, and leave the result with our Father in heaven. 
(Loud applause. ) 
The resolution having been unanimously adopted, 
a bymn was sung and the collection made. The 
Rev. Mr. TReSTKAIL announced that a gentleman 
hed promised - thauk-offering of 1,000/, to the funds 
of the — 
The Rev. P. Macmasrer, of Bristol, moved :— 
That this meeting bas heard with sincere sorrow of the 
ee ee ae = of the island of 
amaica, dee}! m eroanci pated pessan- 
— whose — $2 ieilleation and education, combined 
th other influences, are thereby hindered, and with their 
brethren on «hom the burden of suffering peculiarly falls; at 
the same time it also feels that the state of the world is such. 
end the neee of mankind so ng, and the requirements of 
the society ro urgent, that it is incumbent on friends of 
Missions do assist the committee to the full extent of their 
ability to sustain the society's enlarging operations. 
The Rev. C. Vox, of Birmingham, seconded the 
resolution in an eloquent speech. 
The resolution was adopted, and the proceedings 
concluded with the doxology. 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this society, which was very 
pumerously attended, was held in Exeter Hall on 
Wedoe-dsy ; the Eerl of Shaftesbary ia the obair. 

The Rev. C. Jackson opened the meeting by 
prever and reading. 

The Rev. 8 Berows read the annnal report of the 
society’s operations and the following financial 
statement :— 8 

The receipts of the ending March 31, 1 ve 
exceeded — ol any Free year. The amount 
applicable to the general purposes of the society is 
102 684“. 2. d., being an increase of 12,7861. 9s. 3d. over 
the preceding year, while the amount received for 
Bibles and Testaments has been 78,3891. 11+. 9d. or 6177. 
18. 101, leas than in the preceding year. The total 
receipts from the ordinary sources inoome lave 
amounted to 181,073. 14s. 5d. being 12. 168“. 10+. 54. 
more than in any former year. To the above must be 
added the som of 604“. 19s, 4d. for the Chinese Now 
Testament fund; 128/. 19+, for the epeciel fund for India ; 
and 5,646. 19+. for the building fund, making a 
total of 187, 454“. 11 9d. The os of the society for 
the vear are as follows:—From the depots at home, 
1.745,670 ; from depots abroad, 704.457 ; total, 2,450,127 

jee. The total issues of the society now amount 
to 47.00% N . and the payments oe 
ted to 163,820“. . payments o 
— of neyo = funds to 5.922“. 36., making the 
total expenditore of the year amount to 169,747. 13s. 
10s., being 18.386“. 12+. 11d. more tha in the iu 
year. The society is under engagements to the exten 
of 91,9437. 13s, 10d. 

The Nontx CHatrrMan said that nothing bad 
ocourred during the past year, and he saw nothing 
looming in the future, to call for any remark from 
himeelf. Though the anniversary was an ordioary 
one, the report was not of that character. It was s 
matter of nnbounded thankfalness to God that in 
anch a crisis an the present, smidet the apperently 
conflicting but really harmoniens operations of 

and rationalism, there should be large issues 
of the Scriptures, end larger receipts to the society's 
fands, than on sny former occasion, proving most 
unmistakeably that there were yet more than seven 
thon<and in Iersel that had not bowed the knee to 
Bal. (Applauee.) 

The Bishop of Rocuesrer, in moving the adoption 
of the report, ssid it was of the highest importance 
that every order ie the Church should be represented 


at such a meeting in order to show the deep interest 


hout the land in the success of the society. 
a time when one and all should 


anite more cordially in showing the attachment and 


reverence they felt for the Word of God. Sach a 
meeting might do little towards dissipating the errors 
sod explaining the fallacies which were gsining 


2 — g ge soe whom ＋ yy 
ho 1 prooeedin 
furnished ample proof that the Word of God had not 


lost ite power or its acceptebility among the people. 
The variety and extent of the society's operstions 
were matter of deep gratitude to God, and he hoped 
that the society would long continue to be an inatru · 
ment in diffasing the honour of His holy name, and 
giving free course to His blessed word. 

Lord Staatrorp pg Repcrirre, in seoonding the 
resolution, said that the report was of so satisfactory a 
character that it could not but commend itself to 
their sympathy and approval. Even had it been less 
satisfactory, the great object to which it was ad- 
dressed would alone secure it a hearty support, but he 
did not think that the society, in the extravagance of 
religious hope, could have expected more than they 
han heard. The p of the society hai been of 
the most marked description. Its first year's income 
wes 640/.; that of the present year 180,000/.; and 
the works issued from the society's cepdtse during the 
sixty years of ite existence numbered 45 millions. It 
was impossible that such a circulation of the Scrip- 
tures could have taken place without a great and 
salutary improvement among the ple. But there 
was a vast work yet to — 8. The scciety’s 
works hed probably not reached more than a 
fifth portion of the families on the earth; aod this 
should be an incentive to ter exertions in fu- 
ture. He was to find that in some Roman 
Catholic countries more liberal principles were 

iling with reference to the circulation of the 

res. With regerd to the country with which 

he was at one time connected, be was glad to find that 
notwithstanding the efforts made to corrupt the minds 
of a comparatively enlightened Government, and to 
oppore the promulgation of the Society s publications, 
the dimisution in their circulation was scarcely 
observable; showing that the Turkish Government, 
however it might apprehend the fanatical movements 
of ite people (for which there might be some founde- 
tion im parte remote from Constantinople), hed 
yielded to the representations of a friendly Govern- 
ment with reference to those Scriptures, which they 
admitted to have a claim upon their respect. He 
(Lord Stratford de Redcliffe) took « great interest in 
the work of the society, and earnestly hoped that it 
would be the means of communicating more largely 
than ever the Holy Scriptures to those who were 
— under ignorance and superstition in distant 

. 

Bishop Janes, from America, a the 
resolution, and gave some interesting details of the 
operations of the American Bible Society in the 
* and circulation of the Soriptures in the 

nglish aad many foreign languages. He said that 
one result of the American war would be to remove 
the impediments hitherto existing in the way of 
teaching the negro, ani giving him the Scriptures for 
his own perusal. A large number of copies of the 
Scriptures had been already circulated am them, 
and aleo among the soldiers of the Ovnfederate 
armies, the Oonfederate Government having permitted 
the copies to be rent through their lines. “hte believed 
that by the united action of England and America in 
ciroulating the Scriptures, mankind might be 
raised from their state of degradation, and brought 
into the image and likeness of God. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was 
unanimously pa seed. 


The Rev. Newman HALL proposed the next 
resolution — 
That this meeti tefully acknowledges the goodness of 
God in still — calarging th — e 
of the society: and whilst rejoicing ia the efficacy of 
inspired Word for the scoomplishment, through the 


earth shall be fall of the knowl edge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea, 
He said the resolution re-asserted the inspiration 
of the Bible and its sofficiency to accomplish by the 
Spirit’s teaching all God's purposes of grace in the 
seul, The society that sought to ciroulste the Bible 
throughoat the world used to be assailed by ridivale 
and profanity. That day was over, and criticism, 
apparently devout, and sometimes really so, seemed 
to some minds, far more seriously than irreverent 
infidelity ever did, to aesail the foundations of the 
Christian faith. Men's minds were being agitated 
by the question of inspiration, especially ia reference 
to the Old Testament. If, then, it could be shown 
that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself used and quoted 
from the Old Testament Scriptures as divine, that 
would be for many « sufficient answer to objections 
which — — not otherwise be so easily met. The 
rev. speaker then referred to the many quotations 
from the Old Testament made by Christ at various 
periods of His life, from His early youth to the time 
of His crucifixion and after His resurrection, and 
that if the Master had made the Bible so 
emphatically His own, the servant should bave no 
tation in accepting it as bis goide. 

Bishop ANDERSON, from Rupert’s-land, rejoiced at 
the opportunity of adding his testimony to that of 
Bishop Janes, of the United States, as to the value 
of the society. No exhibition that Loodon offered 
him on hie return, gave him more satisfaction than 
the — in = ae 4 200. 
ranged side by side, and w oped wou'd soon 

2— to a nobler stracture, and be pres · rved 
for many s year, As to what the society bad done 
in Rapert’s-land, the Bible held up by the previous 
speaker had been sent there oy Be society. Now 
that he had retarned from distant charge to 


roulating througbout the 

In fact, scarcely a building could be entered 
where there was not visible evidence of the 
laboore, He held in his hand some native gold 
covered in the ries of the land from w 


bad as yet the Bible in two lan only. bat he 
trusted the society would ex it to the 

Seas, The Indian had s revereoce for the book, and 
when he a-ked for it be invariably asked for the 
“yreat” book. He prayed that the sacred volume 
might flad ite way throagh the whole land, and even 
to the Arctio sea, until from the least to the greatess 
all should know the Lord. (Appleuse.) 

The Rev. Canou CHAMPNEYS, in supporting the 
resolution, referred to the various ways in which mea 
are brought to Christ—by the preaching of theGospel, 
by the living man, by the reading of the liv 
book, and by the inflaen-e of that book 
the living Christian, illastratiog the latter by 
case of Mouton, the moth:r of Augustine. who, by 
her patience under ill-treatment sud her consistency 
of character, won s drucken hasband and an infidel 
son to Coristianity. Sometimes conversion was 
caused by the Word slone; the ordinary 
however, was by eed aren of a living an, ont 
then the edification of that soul by the living word, 
In thie view the labours of the society were 
eminently valuable; io fact, it was the only means 
by which thet Bible could be printed in a new 
langu ge, He had for many yeirs been secretary toe 
one of the auxiliaries of the society, aad it gave 
him great pleasure to have thie opportunity of 
ex ing bis love for ite principles. 

resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Rev. E. E. Juwxrns, from India, moved a vote 
of thanks to the president and other officers of the 
society. He detailed the progress being made in 
India by the assistance of the Bible Society. A large 
number of the influential men of India, 
the civil, military, and merchant services, men 
thoroughly acquainted with the native languages and 
mingling with the Hindoos, pronounced an opinion 
favourable to the ~~~ of missionary and Bible 
work in India. The Indians were 8 quick-sighted 
peopie, and when they perceived that one grand object 
alone was kept in view, notwithstanding many agencies 
were employed, they became curious as to whet that 
ohject was, and it was for the Bible Society to 
that curiosity. A great increase in the circulation 
of Bibles had taken plece of late years. In the 
Madras Presidency in 1850, 67,100 copies were cir- 
culated, and of those ove twentieth were sold. Last 
year the number reached 89,770, one-half of which 
were sold. By the aid of the Bible Society missionaries 
made tours, and disseminated the word which 
otherwise coul not possibly have done, and the Gospel 
was passing through India with the speed of an elec- 
tricity which nature could not furnish. The enemies 
were trying to cut the wires, but the current was still 
free. The Bible Society impregnated secular instruc- 
tion with religious truth, and were introducing Bibles 
where they were scarcely permitted by authority. The 
progress of good education was something marvellous, 
and ere long every village in India would have a good 
school, or a school assisted by Government. In 1857 
in the Punjaub there were about 6,000 pupils, now 
there are 82,000, and those who passed through the 
schools seldom returned te the old customary routine. 
The deaf and dumb devil of Hindooism was being cast out 
by the inspiration afforded by the perusal of wholesome 
British authors. The world was becoming to the 
Indian no longer a silent picture. They were re- 
gaining their speech, and the first efforts of speech are 
dedicated to the exorcism of the old fiend. It was 
for the Bible Society to prevent the entry of a second 
devil worse than the first. Sir John Lawrence now 
reigned, and the Government laws were becoming 
more and more relaxed in regard to the exclusion of 
Bible-teaching from the schools. The society was 
aleo extending its operations among the caravanseries 
and lazar-houses of the East, and, in numerous cases, 
the most gratifying results were obtained. 


Sir 8. M. Peto seconded the resolution, briefly 
glancing at some of the labours of the society, alluding 
especially to the large number of Bibles sold in the 
public-houses in Staffordshire on Saturday evenings. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Rev. Daniet Wicson moved: 

That the warmest thanks of this meeting be given to the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury, K. G., RnB nary for his 
lo ‘a kind attention to the b of the day. 

Many Christian and benevolent objects had received 
the sanctivn of his lordship, but he did not believe 
that there was any society or any object which re- 
flected higher honour on those connected with it than 
did the Briti»h and Foreign Bible Society. Many 
years a predecessor of the noble lord's (Lord Teign- 
mouth) openly stated that he preferred the honour of 
being president of this society before all the honours 
which had been heape l upon him, and he believed his 
lordship, now in the chair, would express the same 
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eentiments. Nothing was more grand or more ma- 

, and nothing commended itself more thoroughly 
to the hearts and affections of the Christian public than 
a society which had a single aim, that of circulating 
the Word of God throughout the entire world. He 
ly seized the opportunity which the British and 
oreign Bible Society presented to lay aside matters 
of difference, however — — between himself and 
some of his brethren—differences particularly abun- 
dant in these days, when attacks are made, not alone 
on the Bible Society, but on the Bible itself. He fre- 
quently conceived a wish that those who sought to 

t the Bible would attempt to erect another, and 
he should like much to see what those men would 

uee. He cordially agreed with a previous speaker, 
that the Saviour had stamped the Old Testament with 
His own impress, and so identified Himself with it. He 
would go further, and say Christ would Himself fall if 
the Scriptures fell; and if the Old Testament were a 
fiction, then the New Testament was a fiction also. 
Were this so, they would be thrown back on natural 
— to feel after God if haply they might find 

1. 

The Rev. Danizt Briss, President of the Syrian 
Protestant College, Beyruth, seconded the resolution, 
and said that the society since its formation had cir- 
culated about 48,000,000 copies of the Bible. At 
that rate 120 years would elapse before they overtook 
those who spoke Arabic, and 300 years before they 
overtook the heathen world. 

The resolution was unanimously carried. 

The CuatrMan said that it was not his intention 
to detain them many moments, but, while returning 
his sincere thanks for the expression of their approval, 
he wished earnestly to re-echo the sentiments which 
had fallen from his two reverend and to state 
that he deeply felt the responsibility of his position. 
When he accepted the presidency, his late lamented 
friend, the Earl of Carlisle, wrote to him, to remind 
him that he had thus become the centre of the most 
salutary influence ever exercised upon mankind. (Ap- 
plause.) He felt the truth of this, and he prayed that 
God would make him throughout his life equal to the 
performance of his duties, and that to the very last 
moment of his life he might be found co-operating 
joyfully and faithfully with this most blessed society. 
(Applause. ) 5 

The benediction was then pronounced, and the pro- 
ceedings terminated. 


Parliamentary Proceedings, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

On Tharedey, Lord Cuetmsrorp called attention 
to the imprisonment and severe treatment to which 
a British consul and otber British eabjeots had been 
ex by the orders of the Emperor of Abyssinia ; 
and asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
what steps bad been taken to relieve our fellow- 
countrymen: from “the severities to which they had 
been subjected, and to which it is beliewed they are 
still subject, and moved for papers. Earl Rossi 
stated that the Goveroment was doing all in its 
power on behalf of those persons, and he hoped 
success would follow. 

The District Churches Tithes Bill was read a 
gecond time. 

The Eest India (Governor-General’s Powers) Bill 
was reed a third time and p»ssed. 

The House then adjourned. 

Oo Friday, the Lorp CHANCELLOR moved the 
second readiog of the Courts of Justice Building Bill. 
He contended that a concentration of the courts of 
law was necessary, and argued that the site in Carey- 
Street was the best that could be chosen. H- then 
described the manner in which the necessary funds 
were to be provided, and oonoluded by expressing an 
opinion that the carrying out of the measure woo'd 
gvoner or later go far to wards abolishing the distinc- 
tion between law and «quity procedure. Lord Sr. 
Lroxanps disapproved of the proposed removal of 
the equity courts, and declared that the measure 
was wholly insufficient. He especially complained 
of the manner la which it was proposed to defray the 
expense. After some remarks from the Duke of 
Argyll, Lord Cranwortb, and Lord Redesdale, the 
Dill was read a second time. f 

The Courts of Justice Concentration (Site) Bill was 
aleo read a second time. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes to eight 
o'clock. 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN. SAN 

On Monday, Lord RosszLl, who was very indis- 
tinctly heard, moved an humble address to Her 
Majesty to express the sorrow and indignation of the 
House at the assassination of the President of the 
United States, and to pray that those sentiments 
might be communicated to the American Government. 
Her Majesty, he might mention, had already, in a 

letter to the bereaved widow of the late Presi- 

nt, expressed her deepest sympathy for the irre- 
parable loss she had sustained. He was sure that he 
mot only stated the a of their Lordships, but of 
the whole country, when he expreseed the abhorrence 
with which ed the cowardly and most 
wicked murder of the late President, struck down in 
the crisis of his country’s fortunes, and at a time when 
his life was of the most vital importance to his fellow 
Citizens. Mr. Lincoln was a man who had always 
displayed a character of so much integrity, sincerity, 
‘and straightforwardness, and, at the same time, 60 
much kindness and generosity, that if any one could 
have alleviated the bitter animosities which have 
srisen from the varying fortunes of the long civil wer, 
that man was Abraham Lincoln. In the very crisis 


emanci 
successfully begun 
uesti 


n the difficulties which had sometimes arisen be- 
tween the t Governments the various questions 
had always been treated with temper and moderation 
both on this and the other side of the Atlantic, and 
he trusted when peace was restored that the great 
Republic would loug continue to flourish in the full 
enjoyment of the freedum it had so ably maintained. 

Lord Dersr, while expressing a hope that they 
were acting in conformity with their rules, said that 
to avoid any appearance of want of unanimity on 
the subject he should not offer the slightest objeo- 
tion to the motion. Whatever might be their dif- 
ferent opinions on the question of great contest 
which unhappily divided the people of America, 
there could be but one feeling of horror and disgust 
with which the most cruel, most wicked, and most 
useless murder of President Lincoln was ed 
by all in this country. At the same time, while he 
ex his abhorrence of the crime, he could not 

rain from stating his firm belief that the South 
as a party were innocent of any share in so foul a 
murder, It was entirely o to the spirit with 
which they had conducted their courageous defence, 
to the manly, the patient, and, he might add, 
even conduct of their chiefs throughout 
one of the most fiercely-contested wars on record. 
He felt sure thet they would be among the first to 
repudiate it utterly, as well they might, for no act 
had done their cause so much mi- chief. He would 
not enter into the question of the domestic diffi- 
culties of the American people, but he entirel 
agreed with Lord Russell that the untimely death 
of President Lincoln was a most serious misfortune 
to the country over which he exercised authority, 
and for this calamity the Americans had the full 
sympathy of the English le. He most earnestly 
trusted that President Johnson would pursue the 
wise and conciliatory policy which Mr. Linooln 
was evidently determined to pursue towards his 
antagonists, and that he would not by unwise 
measures of severity had to other motives of re- 
sistance on the pert of the South the most power- 
ful motive of despair to fight out the question to 
the bitter end. Apart, however, from any question 
of politics, he was sure that he represented all parties 
and all classes in the country when he said that the 
dastardly assassination of President Lincoln was viewed 
in this country with indignation, sbhorrence, and 
detestation. 

After a few words from Lord Strratrorp pz Rep- 
CLirrs in favour of the motion, 

The motion for the Address was agreed to una- 
nimously. 

QUALIFICATION FOR OFFIORS ABOLITION BILL. 

Lord Hoveurtown (after presenting a petition from 
the Congregational Union of Protestant Dissenters in 
favour of this Bill) said that, in moving the second 
reading of a measure which had been several times 
uuder their Lordships’ notice, he did so with the fullest 
confidence that the Bill was an importent one, and 
with a certain degree of hope that their Lordships 


would pass it. 

It was a measure of simple justice and common sense 
that he thought it must force itself upon their Lordships’ 
approval. It was simply a bill to abolish a certain 
declaration which was adopted in 1828 in substitution of 
the Test and Corporation Acts, then repealed. It was 
very intelligible that when those Acts were repealed s 
desire should be expressed for the substitution of some 
declaration on the part of those who then became 
eligible to certain offices of a determination not to 
injure or weaken the Protestant Church by law estab- 
lished, and that this declaration should be assented to 
by those who, although they had separated from the 
Church, had yet no wish to injure that great Estab- 
lishment. It was natural that such a declaration should 
recognise that the theory of the absolute co-ordination 
of Church and State which had so long held possession 
of the minds of Englishmen, and by which no one 
except a member of the Established Church was hejd 
worthy of holding any office under the Crown. That 
prejudice survived the scaffold of Strafford and Laud; 
it was protested against at the Revolution of 1688, but 
still found an occasional echo in the toast ok Church 
and King.” The declaration in question was placed in 
the hands of all persons holding municipal or any other 
office. It was a declaration which some of their Lord- 
ships, many of whom had held high office under the 
Crown, must have taken; but he could not help think- 
ing that many of their Lordships who had thus held 
office had not taken the declaration. The difficulty was 
got rid of by the Indemnity Bill, passed at the end of 
every session, by which persons who had failed to take 
the declaration were relieved from all the pains and 
penalties which they had thereby incurred. He now 
asked their Lordships to abolish this declaration, because 
it was of no use; because it did not carry a single ob- 
ject which their Lordships desired, and because itiwas of 


no benefit whatever to the Church of England. It 
required that persons should declare that they would 
not in any degree injure the Church of England 
as established by law, and it therefore meant that 
those persons should declare that they would not 
break the law of their country. He did not see 
that the Established Church gained anything by such a 
declaration, It was a declaration which could not alter 
the estimation in which the Church of England was held 
by every section of the community, It was impossible 
by means of any form of the kind to prevent a man from 
entertaining ill-will towards that Church ; but then the 
law effectually provided against his doing it any injury. 


strike down a bishop. (A laugh.) There was very little 
difference between the present bill, he might add, and 
those which had on former occasions been under their 
Lordships’ consideration, except so far as it was affected 
by the circumstance that it had been subjected to the 
ordeal of a select committee, and that its provisions 
might therefore be looked upon as having been duly 
ed. He saw before him a D 

w it 


weigh 

who had frequently opposed the e 

intended by the bill to introduce, inasm 

garded the declaration in question 

record of the ominance of the Church — a 
of 


eral election—(** Hear, * 
t would be somewhat difficult for 


siastical tyranny round their necks as that with 
which he now invited them to dispense. (Hear, hear.) 
A pause of a few seconds daring which 
no noble | ord presented him-elf to address the House, 
and the Lord Obanocellor was about to put the ques- 
tion, when 
The Earl of Dur rose and said :— 
As your Lordships will not, I believe, be found on the 
occasion ~ to reverse decision at 


present the 

which you have upon several occasions arrived, 
I think it would be hardly decent to to a divi- 
sion until some noble lord had stated the reason why he 


approached 

been refreshing to your Lords) 
somewhat older members of the House than 
aod when he asks whether the maintenance 
declaration which it is proposed to abolish is essential to 
the protection of the Establishment, 1. for one, 411 
admit that to my mind itis not worth the paper it 
written on. (Hear.) Why. therefore, am I opposed te 


' newed laughter)—in which he takes e 


a measure which is introduced for the purpose of doing 
| away with the declaration? I wish the noble lord te 

consider under what ciroumstances and under whose 
auspices this declaration we first introduced. It was 
| Introduced at the passing of the Test and Corporations 
| Act—that great measure of civil and religious liberty, — 
| the mention of which is so familiar lu the mouth of the 
noble lord opposite, the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affaire—(mach laughter)—who considers himself, if 
not the father, the godfather of that measure (re- 


pride, as 
having set the crown on the civil and religious liberties 
ok this country, as far as the Protestant Dissenters are 
concerned. I am old enough to recollect the passing of 
that bill, to which [ also gave my concurrence, though 
being somewhat junior to the voble earl, I Lad oot so pro- 
minent a? ~ in the party to which we both 23 
as he had. But I recullect that the noble erl. 
Lord John Russell, expressed hi- strong conviction of 
the importance of passing this measure, and also bis 
cor.viction, after the mat delinerate consideration, that 
the declaration which it was proposed to introduce was 
one which no conscientious Dissenter could have the 
slightest objection to take. (Cheers) He added that 
he shonld have considered it inexcusable, or words to 
that effect, if, upon any such objectivu, he had attew 
to stand in the way of the measure. Aud Sir Ro 
Peel, who introduce and carried the bill, insisted that 
it would have been im bie to accompli«h this object 
hai not that declaration been inserted for the purpose 
of satisfying the soru of conscientious Churchmen, 
3 — The noble baron says, ** You get rid of the 
laration by the Act of ludemnity,” but he thinks the 
yearly Act of Indemnity avery clumsy mode of getti 
out of the difficulty. oll, if these oases are all cove 
by the Act of Indemnity, there is no practical grievance 
of which he can complain; and if they are not all 
covered—and it is plain that all canvot be, because 
there are sowe offices with regard to which the declara- 
t.on is required to be taken before entering upou their 
duties —tkere is a definite declaration on the part of 
Logislature aod the larliament of the coun 
Church of Eogland is a National Church, 


be placed on exactly the same footing aod level l 
the various other rects comprised ple of 
this country. (Cheers.) The noble has reminded 


fortunately we ars independent of 
the popularis aura of which be is so fond. (Cheers.) I 
venture to believe that the question of whether this Quali- 
Gcation for Offices Abolition Bill passes or not, will not 
make e difference of twenty votes in favour o or against 


eny single candidate, (Hear, hear.) But it is, | thio 
important to remember—and the uvble baron himse 
wi | do well to bear it in wind—that at the approaching 
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election a very serious question will be raised namely, 
How far it is the intention of the future Parliament to 
maintain the status of the Established Church? For I 
believe there are tho-e who are eager to gain credit 
with the opponents of that Church, and to take advan- 
of the event ofs general — of which the 
noble baron kindly reminds us —for the purpose of 
acquiring smong their future constituents a oc-rtain 
amount of popularity by saying. See how ardently and 
eagerly we supported and pressed forward a bill which is 
the Grat step towards the accomplishment of the end” 
for which the enemies of the Church are atriving. (Loud 
cheers.) The noble baron has stated that, io his opinion, 
the Dissenters are daily becoming more reconciled and 
more friendly to the Church. I heartily wish that such 
be the case, and I fully believe that a very large 
majority of the respectable ters of this country 
not — feel no ob to take this declaration, 
although believing it in their consciences to be unneces- 
sary as far as they are concerned, but would be extremely 
to see the Establishment brought down from the 
position which it occapies, end from the pre-eminence 
secured to it by law, and still more by the affections of 
the people. On the otber hand, I cannot conceal from 
myself that there is, if not a numerous, a very busy and 
— a > body desiring of pulling down the Church piece- 
meal—(cheers)—and every step which the Legislature 
adopts in the direction to which their wishes point is 
hailed as a victory. So far from concilia them for 
the future, it only makes them esger for further ad- 
vances. Every iustalment granted will be regarded as 
extorted by force, not yielded from a wish to conciliate, 
and it will only be made the s ng-stone to further 
demands. (Cheerr.) Not ore because I see in the 
declaration itself any protection to the Established 
Church, but because a very significant blow would be 
struck at the Church by the withdrawal of the authorita- 
tive declaration on the part of the Legislature contained 
in this document as to the pre-eminence 
I take the course, and I believe your Lordships wi 
take the course, on the present occasion which has 
been taken for several sessions past. I ovnfess 
I was surprised at bearing the noble baron 
say that he was not dispoxd to bring before 
your Lordships’ House any measure which he thought op- 
— itself to the fixed opinions or objections of ycur 
ships. if there be any indication of fixed opinions 
or ob ons it might certainly be found in the fact that 
for five successive sessions this identical measure has 
been rejected in this House by considerable majorities. 
He says it ia wu matter of grave importance if on any 
uestion the two Houres are hopelessly at variance. 
ell, I cannot see that the variance on this subject, 
minent as it has been for several sessions, appears to 
ve interfered with the friendly relations between the 
two Houses. It is one of those measures that the House 
of Commons habitaally pas-es from sheer indifference or 
weariness, and which the House of Lords would be very 
glad to see disposed of likewise from sheer wearinesr. 
Bat if the noble baron is so anxious that there should be 
a cordial agreement on every subject between the House 
of Lords and the House of Commons, would it not be 
wise to wait and see what the next House of Commons 
will do upon this subject? (Hear, hear.) He bas 
reminded us himself of the general election, and if the 
country should return a House of Commons very friendiy 
to the Church, very adverse to those desiring to over- 
throw it, and therefore very desirous for the retention of 
this declarationu— in that case, if you now pass this bill, 
ou will be putting yourselves in opposition to, and pot 
a conformity with, the feeling of the House of Com- 
mon. In the very last year of a Parliament which has 
already sat for more than the usual time--(Hear, hear) 
1 think it would be a matter of extreme impradence on 
slight grounds for your Lordships to act upon an opinion, 
no doubt conscientiously entertained by the present 
House of Commons, but which may be in direct opposi- 
tion to the opinion of their successors, My main 
reason, however, for opposing the bill, is shor'ly that, 
although the declaration in itself may be valueless for 
the protection of the Church, its abolition by the is- 
lature will be the strongest hint to the Dissenters 
they may expect no encouragement—which I hope they 
will never find in your Lordship’s House—for making 
further agvressions on the integrity of the Established 
Church. (Loud cheers.) 


The noble earl in conclusion moved that the bill be 
read a second time that day six months. 

Lord Esury said agp ear! — seemed to 
regard the bill es of a great scheme ion 
upon the Established Church, although he declared in 
the same breath that the declaration be was so anxious 
to retain was not worth the paper it was written on. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Earl of DBU: Not worth the paper cn 
which it is written for the sake of protecting the 
Establishment. 

Lord Esury would adopt the correction willingly, 
though he thought it made little difference in the 
meaning. As the Test and Corporation Act, 
the noble earl below him (Karl Russell) was the person 
by whom it had been introduced, and therefore he was 
not only entitled to the credit of being considered ite 
godfather, but to the credit of the absolute paternity 
of the bill. He himself was aleo in the House of 
Commons at the time, and what occurred was that the 
bill having been introduced by Lord Jolin Russell, and 
the House having declared in its ſavour by a consider- 
able majority, Sir Robert Peel, always a keen judge of 
the freling of Parliament, took the bill out of the 
hands of the noble lord. [Some correction apparently 
was here offered by Kerl Russell, and Lord Ebury 

roceeded.| He found that this was not so, and that 

ar! Russell was entitled to the credit of having car- 
ried the messure through. It was rather hard upon 
his noble friend and himself—at that time members 
of a small minority, and obliged to dress the r dishes 
as best they could s0 as to make them acceptable to 
the majority of the House—that any observation with 
regard to the declaration in question should now be 
quoted against his noble friend. And although in 
some cases Dissenters wr not object to the declara- 
tion, they had a right, if they thought proper, to re- 


— it as a remnant of the days o tion. 
noble earl opposite had said very truly that their 
Lordships were not going to the hustings. He was 


sorry they were not—(laughter),—for obviously those 
who were obliged to present themeelves to their con- 
stituents were better representatives of the ferling of 
the country. He should be sorry if the Church to 
which he belonged rested her claims and privileges on 
such miserable remoants of protection as the declera- 
tion which the bill sought to remove. He should be 
ashamed of belonging to that Church if she bad no 
higher title to the position which she ocoupied. 
The House divided, when the numbers were— 
For the second reading ove „ oe 
Against ... 08 coe 208 os Ve 
Mejority ... 00 — —23 
The bill was therefore rejected. 
Their Lordships adjourned about 20 minutes before 
seven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
INNS OF COURT BILL. 

On Wednesday, Sir G. Bow, in moving the 
second reading of the Inns of Court Bill, stated that 
the benchers at present exercised a very important 
juriediction in cases of a criminal nature. They could 
refuse to admit a student, could refuse to call a 
student to the bar after he had observed all the r: gu- 
lations, and could disbar a man even though he were 
a Queen’s counsel. He thought the benchers were too 
numerous a body to deal ratisfactorily with such 
matters, and it was his object to provide a more ratis- 
factory tribunal. He proposed that, instead of cases 
being heard by the whole body, the benchers should 
have the power to select judicial committees for the 
determination of all cases, and to hose committees he 
8 to give all the powers of a court of record. 

r. Rogpuck seconded the motion. Mr. Locke 
thought no case had been made out for the proposed 
change. He moved that the bill be read a second 
time that day six months. Mr. Neate seconded the 
amendment. After afew remarks from Sir & Bowyer 
in reply, the amendment was withdrawn, and the bill 
wes read a second time. 


THE BUDGET. 

On Thureday, the Speaker took the chair at four 
p.m., but long before thet hour the lobbies and ap- 
proaches to the House were thronged with persons 
anxious to hear the propoeals of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in reference to the finances of the country. 
The Strangers’ and Speaker's galleries were filled im- 
mediately the House was opened, and the attendance 
of members was more than ordinarily numerous, 


In Committee of Ways and Means, 

The CHancettor of the Exourquer brought 
forward his financial statement. He commenced by 
observing thet at the close of the last Parliamcnt the 
country was involved in a war with China, there had 
been a bad harvest, our armaments were in process of 
costly reconstruction, and clouds hung over Kurope. 
Since then the clouds had passed to and burst over 
the West, and war had been sweepitg over America, 
the events of the contest reging there culminating in 
the terrible catastropbe which bad just sent a thrill of 
horror through the world. But in this country 
prosperity had prevailed, and its financial condition, 
though accompsnied by a vast expenditure, had been 

rosperous and satisfactory during the present year. 

he expenditure of 1864-65 had been ertimsted at 
66,890,000“. —appesring in the Appropristion Bill at 
about 67,000,000/.—while the eciual expenditure hed 
been 66,462,000/., being less than the estimate by 
about 611,000/% ‘The variation arising from the votes 
for the army and navy was not of any moment in the 
calculation, as the final accounts had not been made 
up; but the charge for miscellaneous services, which 
had been estimated at 7,330,000/ , had only amounted 
to 7,267,000/. Comparing the expenditure of this 
department with previous years it would be found that 
the totel civil expenditure of the country for last year 
was 10,203,000/., while in 1859 60, the first year of 
the present Parliament, it was 10,820,000/., showing 
a reduction of 600,000/.; while iu 1858-59 it was 
10,040,000/., being less by 160,000/. than that of the 
year which had just expired; but the real expenditure 
in that yeer was 10,270,000/., so that on the whole 
the civil service expenditure had not increased iu the 
present as compared with the previous Parliament. 
If the true expenditure of the country was teken, 
and miscellaneous receipts were struck out, that of 
the last year was 65,957,000/., while in 1859-60 it 
was 67,471,000/., showing a large reduction. Look- 
ing, however, at 1858-59, there had been en increase 
of expenditure as compared with that year of three 
millions and a half; and the total increase on the 
charges of the country since the Russian war had 
been 12,500,000“. Although the expenditure had 
been great it had been in consonance with the wishes 
of the country at large. The expenditure of the past 
year had been 66,461,000/., while, the revenue 

ing 70,313,000/, there was a surplus of 
3,851,000/, and eubjecting it to all deductions, the 
surplus was 3,200,000/. ‘The estimate of the re- 
venue of the year 1864 was 67,218,000/ , while the 
amount received was 70,313,0001.—showing au in- 
crease of 3,181,051/. This increase had been appa- 
rent in all branches of the revenue, and the only 
falling off had been in the duty on foreign corn, to 
the extent of 184,000/. The wine-duty ivoreasnd 
by 75,000/., and on the article of sugar the loss by 
the reduction of duty last year was only such ss 
to shew a recuperative operation amounting 
to above 400,000/, The excise had increased by 
considerably more than a million; the two most 
remarkable items of incresse were malt end spirits, 
the Jatter yielding an increase of 741,000/. in the 
year. He proceeded to point out the gradual 


growth of the revenue of the country, and he exhi- 
bited that growth from 1840 to 1852, which 
amounted to 12,363,000/., or at the rate of a million 
and thirty thousani a year. In the from 
1853 to 1859 the revenue had improved by a mil- 
lion and forty thousand a year, or above 
seven millions in the gross. From 1859 to the 
present time the inorease of revenue had been 
3,968,000/., and the annual growth was 178,000“. 
The state of the balances this year was over 
7,000,000, showing an increase over last year of 


{above 300,000/. The debt paid off in the year 


hai amounted to 56,240,000/., while, deducting the 
charge for fortifications, the real diminution was 
over 4,000,000/. The total debt of the country, 
including every item, was 823,934,000/. in March, 
1859, while now it was 808,288,000/., showing a 
oiminution of 3,000,000/, a year, and a total reduction 
of nearly 18,000,000/. during the present Parliament, 
Looking to the trade of the country, he selected 
in the first instance the paper-trade for observation ; 
admitting that the period of transition in that trade had 
been one of great severity, but aeserting that it bad 
showed no symptoms of leaving the country. The im- 
portation of paper from abroad had risen to nearly half 
a million, while the import of raw material for manufac- 
ture had risen from 37,000 tons in 1859 and 44,000 tons 
in 1863, to 67,000 tons in 1864, showing that a great 
stimulus had been given to the manufacture in this 
country notwithstanding the competition with the 
foreign importer. The trade with France continued 
to increase in imports and exports. In 1859 their 
trade with France was 26,431,000, while in 1864 it 
was 49,797,000/., being an increa-e of 23,366,000/., or 
90 per cent. Arguing that it was erroneous to 
suppose that the expenditure of Frence was much 
less than that of this country, he showed that in 
1862 the expenditure of that country was 60,815,000/., 
while that of this country was 70,352,000/., being only 
a difference of 9,000,000/. The trade of the country 
had steadily increased, the imports of the past year 
being 274,000,000/.; the exports 212,000,000/., 
making a total of 487,000,000/., or an increase of 
219,000,000/. since 1854. In an argumentative and 
etatistical strain the right hon. gentleman proceeded 
to prove that although nominally the trade of 
France had increased in greater proportion than 
that of this country, yet that relatively, aud looking 
to the steady progress of the latter, that had not 
been the case; while in relative comparison with 
Belgium and Holland it had considerably increased ; 
and he came to the conclusion that immense advantage 
had resulted to our trede in the removal of bare, 
fetters and impediments from the path of human 
industry in this empire; ss well as in the union of 
class with class, and he hoped of nation with nation; 
while in such a retrospect he could not forbear ren- 
dering a tribute to the character and ability of the 
man who was the main instrument of these great 
commercial changee—Mr. Cobden. He then came to 
the estimate of revenue and expenditure for the year 
1865-6. The charge for the debt was 26,326,0001. ; 
for the consolidated fund, 1,900,000/. ; g ans, 
14,348,000“. ; navy, 10,392, 000“.; collection Yof the 
revenue, 4,657, 000“.; packet service, 842,000/.; mis- 
cellaneous, 7,650,000“. ; total, 66,139,000/.; 1, 110,000 f. 
less than the estimate ſor 1864-5. The customs were 
estimated, 22,775,000/.; the excise, 19,030,000/.; 
stamps, 955,000/.; taxes, 3,350,000/.; income-tax, 
7,800,000/.; Post-office, 250,000/.; Crown-lands, 
315,000/.; miscellaneous, 2,650,000/.; China indem- 
nity, 450,000/.; making en estimated total of revenue 
of 70,170,000/.; while the charge being estimated at 
66,139,000/., there was left a surplus of 4,031,000/. 
He then came to the “ difficult” question of the dis- 
posel of the Surplus. It was proposed to change the 
duty on transfer of shares and conveyances, by a 
different allocation of stamps. The duty on agree- 
ments for the letting of small tenements would be 
reduced from Gd. to Id. The tax on appraisements 
would be reduced rateably to 3d. Special pleaders 
and conveyancers could have a half license for three 
ears; stamp duties on ecclesiastical licenses would 
diminished ; there would be a change in the duty 
upon charterparties, from 2¢. Gd. to Gd., if they were 
put on stamped pores s policies on foreign marine 
insurances would be stamped, and the duty on time 
policies on marine insurances would be changed ; and 
the duty on the Railway Assurance Company, the 
Accidental Death Company, and the Plate Glass 
Company would be modified. Coming to the subject 


‘of the malt-tax, he controverted the assertion that 


in reduction of texation nothing had been done for 
the agricultural class, and affirmed that in no case had 
the revenue of the country been surrendered for the 
benefit of any one, but for that of all classes. The 
right hon. gentleman dealt with the allegations of 
the effect of the malt-duty—whetber as regarded 
increase of cost to the consumer, or diminution 
of its application to the feeding of cattle, its in- 
fluence in lowering the price of barley, and its dis- 
couraging of brewing at home—with argumentative 
denial, and proceeded to inquire whether it was re- 
duction or totel repeal of the duty which was asked 
Pointiog out that its repeal would be the death-blow 
of indirect texation, he stated thet the only question 
was reduction; and it was necessary to ascertain what 
amount of reduction would meet the case set up in its 
favour. The malt-tax imposed a duty of 12) p-r cent. 
on beer to the non-consumer; but be would take the 
charge on beer in the barrel at 20 per cent., and 
if so, how much must be taken off the duty on malt in 
order to reduce the price of Leer to the extent of 3 
farthing a quart? It must be reduced at least one- 
half for this purpose, at a cost to the exchequer 
of 2,489,000/. for the first year, which in the second 
year would be 3,360,000/., while there would be no 
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recuperative increase of consumption. It was a mere 
dry question of indispensable revenue, and it could 
only be treated in that sense. The-e was no argument 
in 3 of the repeal to be derived from any languor 
in the consumption of beer; on the contrary, there 
had been an increase in the use of this national drink 
as compared with that of spirits; and this he illus- 
trated by a comparison of the relative consumption 
from 1732 to the present time; it being now one 
barrel per head per annum in the gross, while the 
allowance for every adult male was about 600 
quarts a year; and as 40 millious a year was expended 
on the article, there was no symptom of the consump- 
tion dying out. Turning to the barley part of the 
question, he produced statistics to show that the price 
of barley had not diminished, but had in fect im- 
proved regularly and progressively until it had reached 
34s. 6d. a quarter. As to the relative unjast taxation 
of malt, as compared with other articles, ho argued, 
and illustrated his argument by figures, that this was 
not the case as ed spirits and wine, the latter 
being taxed 50 per cent., while beer was taxed at 20 
per cent. But, taking tea into consideration, if beer 
ought to be taxed more lightly than wine or spirite, 
he confidently aseerted that tea ought not to be more 
heavily taxed than berr. The tax on a barrel cf beer 
was 20 per cent., thet on a chest of tea was not less 
than 40 per cent., and he contended that tea was en- 
titled to a preference in reduction of duty. It was, 
however, proposed to give the maltster the option of 
having the duty charged by weight instead of by 
measure, which would operate as a relief to the growers 
of medium and lower qualities of berley. He did 
not say that he looked forward to an indefinite impo- 
sition of the malt - tax, but the time for the reduction of 
indirect taxation was not likely to bs favourable until 
the incidence of the income-tex were finally settled; 
but for the present year he had errived at the conclu- 
sion that it was not possible to apply a larze portion 
of the surplus to the reduction of the malt-tex, but 
to place the duty in the position of relative justice 
which he had leid down. It was thought that dimi- 
nation of the duty on tes by 64. a pound, would re- 
duce the price to the consumer by 20 per cent. ; the 
loss to the revenue would be above 2 375,000/., but 
looking to recuperation by consumption in the present 
year, it would be only 1,808,000/. Referring to the 
income-tax, he said that 10,000,000/. a year had been 
added to the expenditure of the country, which bad 
tended to prevent the extinguishment of that tax; it 
was yet the duty of Parliament to do all that could 
be done to reduce that impost. The income-tax was 
now practically at the lowest point which it had ever 
reached. It was proposed to reduce the present charge 
of 6d. in the pound by one-third of that amount. If 
that proposal was accepted, t he effect would be to reduce 
the income-tax to 5,200,000/. a year, the value of the 
penny in the pound being now 1,300,000/. In this 
shape the tex would be handed over to the new Par 
lia ment, in which its final adjustment might be dealt 
with, and if it wes thought desirable to return to it, 
asa part of the taxation of the country, fourpence in 
the pound was the rate which it might well be kept 
at in time of peace. Adverting next to the duty on 
fire insurance, he stated that the House had come, by 
„ large majority, to the resolution that the duty as it 
now stood on stock-in-trade should be extended to all 
insurable property. The reduction of 3,518,000/. on 
tea and income-tex left a margin of the surplus, en- 
abling it to be applied to the duty on fire insurance, 
and a reduction in conformity with that resolution 
would be made to ls. Gd. from the 25th of June; 
while a reduction would be made in the shilling duty 
on the policy to a penny «tamp. The result would be 
that in the present year 725,000/. would be received, 
and the ultimate loss would be 220,000/., followed in 
the next year by 260,000/. more. The relief on tea 
being 2,300,000/.; on the income-tax, 2,600,000/. ; 
on fire insurance, 520,000/., there would be a total of 
5,420,0001. reduction of taxation. The loss in the 
year 1865-6 was 3,778,0001., and in the following year 
1,417,000/1., making a total for the two years of 
5,500,000. The loss this year of 3,778,000/. would 
leave a surplus of 253,000“. This would leave a sum 
of nearly a million and a half to be borne by another 
year in the way of reduction of taxation. He — 
deprecated any invasion on the modest surplus whic 
he had retained. Te admitted that there were several 
claims for reduction of duty, such as that on public 
conveyances and modest insurances; but he trusted 
that the House would agree with him that the claim of 
tes was paramount ; and he expressed a sanguine hope 
that the course which the Government had adopted in 
dealing with the financial situation would be accept- 
able to the House and the country. 


A discussion followed, in which Mr. White, Mr. 
Marsh, Mr. Bentinck, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Du Cane, 
Sir F. Crossley, Lord J. Manners, and others took 
part, and in which approval of the budget, so far as it 
went, was expressed, but exceptions were taken that 
tobacco, timber, and above all malt, had not been in- 
cluded in reductions of taxation. 

The House then resumed. 

A long discussion then ensued on the second reading 
of the Writs Registration (Scotland) Bill, and the 
other business having been di-posed of, the House 
adjourned at a quarter to two o'clock. 


FORGED PETITIONS. 

On Friday, Mr. C. Forster brought up the report 
of the select committee appointed to inquire into the 
authenticity of the signatures to petitious in support 
of the claims of Azeem Jah. fo twelve of those 
petitions forgeries had been committed, and a Mr. 
G. M. Mitchell had by hisScondoct in respect to the 
signatures been guilty of a breach of privilege. Mr. 
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report on that day we- k. 
FOREIGN RAGS. 

Me. MaGurIRe g+ve notice of a motion respecting 
the export duty on foreiga rage for the 16th of May. 
IRISH CHURCH. 

In reply to Mr. Walpole, Mr. Dituwyn sail he 
shoald postpone the deb ite on the [rieh Church from 
Tuesday next to some day which he hoped the 
Government would assist him to get. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE OFFICERS. 

Me. Hennessy moved :— 


That a select commi tee bs appointed to inquire into the 
g ievances referred to in the petition of the miyor, marchants. 
shipowners, and commercial tales of Liverpool, which was 
present d on the 20th dar of Mero fast, wits refereucs to 
the outdoor officers of customs ; that the petitions f om the 
Lord Mayor, mer hanta, and shipowners of Londoa, from tne 
Lord Mayo and m-rehante of Dublin, from the Lord 
Provest and merchants of Edinburgh ami Leith and from the 
oe merchants, and shipowners of Hull b>» referred to the 
committee. 


He contended that the out-door officers had sub- 
stantial yrievances, and hoped the Government would 
do something to diminish or remove the dissatisfac- 
tion which existed. 

Mr. Alderman Ross seconded the motion, and 
— the case of the officers was one of great hard- 
ship. 

Mr. Baryes, Mr. Berxetey, and Mr. Cave all 
supported the motion. Mr. Crary strongly advocated 
the claims of the officers, and suggested that radical 
changes should be made in the manner of promotion. 
Mr. Horsratt did not think the Government could 
resist the motion. 

The Cuancettor of the Excuequer argued that 
the real question was, whether the House would 
sanction the persons employed in the public service 
coming forward department by department to make 
claims for increased pay. Such a course ought not 
to be approved; but the whole matter should be left 
in the hands of the Government. He denied that the 
outdoor officers had made out a case, but he would 
undertake that inquiry was made into the allegation 
that their hours of labour had been lengthened without 
their pay being increased. As to the indoor officers, 
the Government was making some inquiries, in refer- 
ence chiefly to promotion. IIe hoped the House 
would reject the motion. 

Aſter a brief discussion, in which The O' Donoauve, 
Mr. Lyatt, Mr. Giscugy, and Mr. Dun or took 
part, the motion of Mr. Hennessy was rejected by 
80 votes to 69. 

Mr. Pottarp-Urquiart was moving for a select 
committee to inquire into the operation of the aug- 
men'ed epirit-duties, when the House was counted out 
at twenty-five minutes past seven o'clock. 

THE TEA-DUTIES. 

On Monday, in reply to Mr. J. B. Smith, the 
CHaNCELvor of the Excurgven ssid drawbacks could 
not be allowed to grocers who had stocks of tea on 
hand, nor could the date on which the remission of 
duty was to take place be postponed. 

ASSASSINATION OF MR. LINCOLN. 

Sir G. Grey, in the absence from illness of Lord 
Palmerston, moved an address to the Crown for an 
expression of condolence and indignation in respect 
to the sesassination of Mr. Lincoln. He declared 
that the feeling in this country was as if a great cala- 
mity had befallen ourselves asa nation. We had de- 
plored the civil war in America, but the sympathies of 
the majority of the le of this country were, he 
believed, with the North. (Cries of “No, no,” and 
“Hear, Hear,” aud“ Question.”) He was desirous 
on that occasion of avoiding everything which might 
excite any difference of opinion. He might say, 
therefore, that in this free country different opinions 
had been entertained and different sympathies felt, 
and that in this free country the freest expression had 
been given, as should be the case, to those differences 
of opinion. (Hear, hear.) But he was sure he 
shou'd raise no c ntroversy when he said, in the pre- 
sence of that great crime which had sent a thrill of 
horror through every one who heard of it, all dif- 
ference of opinion, all conflicting sympathies for a 
moment vanished. (Loud cheers.) Just at this time 
there was good resson to belicve that the sanguinary 
strife was over, and from all that was known of Mr. 
Lincoln it was clear that he was dis to a 
unmane and — licy, and he hoped that 
policy would pure by those upon whom the 
government of the United Siates would fall. 

Iam only speaking the general opinion when I say 
that nothing could give greater satisfaction to this 
country than by means of forbearance, it may be of 
temperate conciliation, to see the Union of the North 
aud South again accomplished, especially if it can be 
accomplished by common consent, freed from what 
hitherto constituted the weakness of that Union—the 
curse and disgrace of slavery. (Cheers.) I wish it were 

ible for us to convey to the people of the United 
tates an adequate idea of the depth and universality of 
the feeling which this sad event occasioned in this 
country, that from the highest to the lowest there has 
been ‘but one feeling entertained. Her Majesty“ 
Minister at Washington will, in obedience to the Queen’s 
command, convey to the Government of the United 
States the expression of the feelings of her Majesty and 
of her Goveroment upon the deplorable event; and her 
Majesty, with that tender consideration which she has 
always evinced for sorrow and suffering in others, of 
whatever rank —(cheers) — has with her own hau‘ 
written a letter to Mrs. Lincoln—(loud cheers)—con- 
veying the bea:tfelt sympathy of a widow to a widow 
———— cheers) —suffering under the calamity of 
having lost one suddenly cut off. (Cheers.) From every 
part of this country, from every class, but one voice has 
been heard, one of abborrence of the crime, and of 
sympathy for and interest in the country which he- this 
t loss to mourn, The British rerideuts in the United 
tates, as of course was to be expected, lost not an hour 
in expressing their sympathy with the Government of 


the United States. The people of our North American 
colonies are vying with each other in exprersing the 
same sentiments. (Cheers.) And it is not only among 
men of the same race who are connected with the peop « 
of the United States by origin, language and blood, thas 
these feelings prevail, but I believe that every country 
in Europe is givin expression to the same rentiments, 
aod is sending this mesrage to the G verument of the 
Uaited States. I am sure, therefore, that I am not 
wroug in enticipating that thie House will, in the name 
of the people of Eogland, of Scotland, and of Ireland, 
be anxious to reoord their ex ion of the same senti- 
ment, and to have it conveyed to the Goveromont of the 
United States. (Loud cheers.) 


Mr. Disraktt, in seconding the motion, eaid there 
was that in the character of the victim and in the 
homely and innocent accessories of his latest mo- 
ments which took the subject out of the pomp of 
history and the ceremonial of dip it touched 
the heart of nations and appealed to the domestic 
sentiment of mankind. (Cneers.) 


Whatever the various and varying opinions in this 
House, and in the country generally, on the policy of 
the late President of the United States, all must agree 
that in one of the severest trials which ever tested the 
moral qualities of man he falfilled his duty with sim- 
plicity and strength. (Cheers.) Nor is it possible for 
the people of * at such a moment to forget that 
he sprung from the same fatherland and spoke the amo 
mother tongue. [Cheers] When such crimes are per- 
petrated the public miad is apt to fall into gloom and 
perplexity, for it is ignorant alike of the causes and 
the consequences of such deeds. But it is one of our 
duties to reassure them under unreasoning panic and 
despondency. Assas«ination has never changed tle his- 
tory of the world. I will not refer to the remote past, 
though an accident has made the most memorable in- 
stance of antiquity at this moment fresh in the minds 
and memory of around me. But oven the cost 
sacrifice of a Cwsar did not propitiate the inexorab 
destiny of his countiy. If we look to modern times, to 
times at least with the feelings of which we are familiar, 
and the people of which were animated and influenced 
by the same interests as ourselvos, the violent de:ths of 
two heroic men, Henry IV. of France and the Prince 
of Orange, are conspicuous illustrations of this truth. 
In expressing our unaffected and profound sympathy 
with the citizens of the United States on this untimely 
end of their elected chief, let us not therefore sanction 
any feeling of depression, but rather lot us express a 
fervent hope that from out of the awful trials of the 
last four years, of which the least is not this violeut 
demise, the various populations of North America may 
issue elevated and chastened, rich with the accumulated 
wisdom and strong in the disciplined energy which a 
young nation can only acquire in a protracted and 
perilousstruggle. Then they will be enabled not merely 
to renew their career of power and proxpority, but they 
will renew it to coutribute to the general happiness of 
mankind. (Loud cheers.) 

The motion was then put and adopted unanimously, 
the announcement of which fact by the Speaker was 
received with cheers. 5 


BANK-NOTES ISSUE BILL. 

The Cuancettor of the Exourqver moved the 
recommittel of the Bank-notes Iseue Bill, which 
proposes that private issues should continue for a 
fixed term of y- ara on certain payments being made, 
afterwhich Parliament would be free to deal with the 
subject. Nothing in the Act would, however, affect 
those banks which did not choose to avail themselves 
of its provisions. After some speaking, the House 
went into committee, and was occupied a some time 
in the discussion of the various clauses and amend- 
ments which were proposed. 


LAW OF PARTNERSHIP, 


Mr. Mitwer Gisson moved the second reading of 
the Partuership Law Amendment Bill. He said it 
had been introduced in fulfilment of a pledge givea 
to Mr. Scholefield. It would relax the law of purt- 
nership so as to allow a person who lent money to 
firm on condition of receiving a portion of the profits 
to rank as s creditor instead of a partner. Servants 
might be rewarded by a portion of the profits instead 
of by a fixed salary, and the widow and children of a 
deceaeed partner wiglit receive a share of profits 
without being partners. All of these would, however, 
be in the position of postponed creditor-, not to be 
repaid till all other creditors had been repaid. He 
thougtt these provisions would be most beveficial. 

Mr. J. Peet moved that the bill be read a second 
time that day six months. The present pertnership 
law gave contidence, and it would be well to leave it 
alone. The bill, he contended, would open the door 
to fraud. 

Mr. A. Tuswee for similar reasons seconded the 
amendment. Mr. Scuol d-fended the measure, 
A lengthy debate ensued, in which Mr. Moor, Mr. 
Cave, Mr. Baxter, Mr. IIubberd, the Attorney-General, 
Mr. Bovill, the Solici:or-General, Mr. T. Bering, Mr. 
Giéschen, Mr. Malins, Mr. Rose, Mr. Newdegate, and 
Mr. Henley, took pert. 

The second reading of the bill was carried by 126 
votes to 39. 

The Chelees Bridge Tolls Abolition Bill was read a 
second time af er a debate by 27 votes to 14. 

The House adjourned at fire minutes to one o'clock. 


Home Missionary Society.—We are glad to 
observe, from the aivertisement of the meeting of 
the Home Missionary mE which is to be held 
in the Poultry Chapel on Tuesday eveoing next, 
that the proceedings promise to be of a very intereat- 
ing character. Dr. Smith, Dr. Parker, and Mr. 
Spurgeon’s father are to be among the speakers ; 
while Mr, Morley is to oocupy the chair. There 
will, we doubt not, be a good attendance, 


The number of patients relieved at the Hospital 
for Diseases of the Heart, 67, Margaret-street, 


Vavendish-square, was 165 during the week. 
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